[An analysis of an outbreak of HIV infection in the city of Svetlogorsk, the Republic of Byelarus, among persons using injected narcotics].
The examination of all persons suspected in the use narcotics (including suppliers and vendors of drugs) in Svetlogorsk (Belarus) for the presence of antibodies to HIV revealed 811 cases of HIV infection, i.e. 1% of the whole population was found to be infected by HIV. More than 90% of all HIV-infected persons were drug addicts introducing narcotic intravenously; young people aged 18 to 29 years constituted 81% (of these, 76% were males and 24% were females). The rapid spread of HIV was caused by the use of a ready-made HIV-infected drug which had been supplied for sale and could have been infected in the process of manufacture or packing.